From film to writing – developing children’s narrative writing through film.

Ashley Payne
Rationale

I joined the network because I was interested in raising the standards in narrative writing within my school and felt that through media I might acquire the resources and expertise to facilitate this into the school development plan.

I shared an interest in using film in literacy teaching with colleagues and fellow professionals. This interest had been engendered by a primary Head teachers’ conference addressed by members of the ICT team showcasing new media resources and their potential in the classroom.
I was interested in further developing my own knowledge and skills in using film and other media to enhance the teaching of narrative, and to explore whether using film would add a visual dimension to children’s writing.
Activity Undertaken

I attended a day’s training in the summer term, led by members of the LEA literacy team, supported by members of the LEA ICT advisory team.

The day focused on:

· Developing an understanding of how films can be used in class;

· Becoming acquainted with suitable materials from the bfi; 

· Becoming acquainted with suitable teaching strategies when looking at film with children;

· Looking at resources to develop speaking and listening and group working skills;

· Looking at resources to support the teaching of narrative;

· Ways of collecting data / taking baseline measures. 

We then drew up an action plan identifying success criteria, baseline measures, new strategies, and activities to be undertaken. 

Success criteria identified were 

· To produce an action research journal for writing down reflections of lessons;

· To become familiar with suitable resources;

· To produce materials that would support the use of the moving image in plans for teaching narrative writing throughout KS1 and KS 2;

· To become more familiar with the ICT package ‘Photostory’ .

In the autumn term, we met together to share progress so far, to look at more resources, and to become more familiar with the ICT package ‘Revelation Sight and Sound’.

I returned to school and planned using media and film into my Literacy hour.  My class, a year six group of mixed ability were shown a variety of short animated pieces and were given a variety of individual and group written tasks to complete.  The resources for the group work outlining group roles were essential as it gave structure to the group and an audience to return and evaluate shared findings.

The children began to quickly organise them selves when group work was to be done and collectively handed out individual roles within the group (which rarely happened before).  The children engaged with the film work and were able to use empathy with characters and were better at saying what characters were feeling as well as doing. The children were much better listeners and were able to pick up subtle changes in mood through musical changes and the build up and down of tempo.  This was achieved by playing films without any moving images, discussing what was heard and evaluating their findings against the original.  The children were beginning to use much more descriptive language in their every day lives and in aspects of written work. 

In the spring term, we met 

· To disseminate successful practice

· To write individual member reports

· To evaluate the success of the network in achieving its objectives, celebrate individual achievements and to discuss further dissemination of the network’s findings.

The spring term meeting further developed mine and the children’s learning experiences by the introduction of a longer film based on a famous children’s book.  The film was taken back to school and delivered in planned and manageable chunks.  The children were asked to record their writing in a variety of ways from recounts, letters, poetry, interviews and narrative into a personal journal.  Each chapter of the film lent itself to a writing style.  The children were enthusiastic and well motivated and created fabulous journals rich with description and accurate portrayals of the characters and events that they had studied.  As a teacher I liaised more (with reference to the media) with the children about their writing and I felt less critical of their finished product which allowed the children to see the things that needed to be changed in a more positive manner.  The children would read each other’s work and were much happier at the editing stages of their work.  The children enjoyed the success that they had felt that they had achieved and as a consequence so was I.  The children read aloud extracts of their work to the rest of the class and the children were able to evaluate the work under an agreed success criteria for that type of writing in terms of content, style and description.  The work was then read out during whole school good work assembly. 
Outcomes

· All children enjoyed using film; it kept their interest, and was accessible to everyone.

· Using films as a stimulus for writing encouraged children to add detail to their work which wouldn’t have been there otherwise. In a very real sense, the children were eager to capture the sights and sounds of the film in their writing 

· The children were eager to write and made adventurous vocabulary choices.

· The children were able to take the underlying theme of a short film and use it in their own writing.
· The use of films also seemed to develop the children’s questioning skills.

· The focus on group work, group roles and oral reporting developed the children’s group working skills and speaking and listening skills.

· The children learned to observe carefully.
Along with the other network members I feel that the work undertaken has impacted greatly on my knowledge of how using film can enhance the teaching of narrative. I believe I have benefited greatly from:

· The initial training session on how to use film;

· Sharing good practice with colleagues;

· Pooling ideas;

· Looking at resources; 

· Evaluating achievements and problems encountered together and suggesting alternative solutions.

I believe that participating in the network has improved my knowledge and skills in 
· It re-enforced my belief that film is a media that is accessible to all children, and can therefore improve self-esteem.
· It has provided me with an improved understanding of how to use film.
· It has highlighted issues around planning for narrative teaching.
· It has demonstrated the effectiveness of speaking and listening as a preparation for writing.
· It has demonstrated the effectiveness of using visual images as a preparation for writing.
Dissemination

Along with other network members I will be involved in all or some of the following:

· Disseminate key findings at the Literacy co-ordinators’ conference in the summer term.
· County INSET sessions and Short Course programme. 
Personal Reflection
As a professional teacher I am always trying to find ways of not only opening new experiences to children but to the wider communities I serve.  The work that has been produced on film and narrative writing has unearthed some of the most rewarding and challenging work I have embarked on in my career.  The children have been able to access language that they had never used before.  They have accessed and communicated ideas with each other freely.  They have worked collaboratively on tasks with dedication and endeavour, which they thought previously, was an option or order.  They have written with purpose and understood the audience it was intended for which brought meaning and a critical eye to their work.  Together we have embarked on new technology and brought the whiteboard alive from its daily flip charts.  The children now want to create animation pieces and moving story books that are intended to demonstrate not only their creative writing but also their creative thinking.  The children have been proud of their work I have learnt much from my colleagues and their experiences. Rarely do you attend such meetings coming away with more than a full belly.  However in this case the professional dialogue and positive responses to the work carried out was both rewarding and stimulating which brought renewed faith for me that teachers do enjoy being part of the teaching and learning process.
