From film to writing – developing children’s narrative writing through film.

Danielle Gough
Rationale

I joined the network because of, an interest in developing a wider definition of ‘reading’ to include reading the moving image, and an interest in using film in literacy teaching.

I believed that joining the network would develop my knowledge and skills of using film to enhance the teaching of narrative writing and to explore whether using film would add a visual dimension to children’s writing.

Some of the issues that needed to be addressed were – 

· My own knowledge of suitable resources to use with children, 
· Effective teaching strategies to use with films, 
· To be more skilled in using certain IT packages e.g. Photostory and Revelation Sight and Sound that could be used to support the work.  

Activity Undertaken

I attended a day’s training in the summer term, led by members of the LEA literacy team, supported by members of the LEA ICT advisory team.

The day focused on:

· Developing an understanding of how films can be used in class;

· Becoming acquainted with suitable materials from the bfi; 

· Becoming acquainted with suitable teaching strategies when looking at film with children;

· Looking at resources to develop speaking and listening and group working skills;

· Looking at resources to support the teaching of narrative;

· Ways of collecting data / taking baseline measures. 

We then drew up an action plan identifying success criteria, baseline measures, new strategies, and activities to be undertaken. 

Success criteria identified were 

· To produce an action research journal for writing down reflections of lessons;

· To become familiar with suitable resources;

· To produce materials that would support the use of the moving image in plans for teaching narrative writing throughout KS1 and KS 2;

· To become more familiar with the ICT package ‘Photostory’ .

In the autumn term, we met together to share progress so far, to look at more resources, and to become more familiar with the ICT package ‘Revelation Sight and Sound’.

Following the meeting in the autumn term, I focused on the short story ‘Baboon on the moon’ with my year 3 class. Through use of the film, a number of activities were undertaken by the children.
Firstly, the children listened to the soundtrack of the film a couple of times and tried to identify the sounds that they could hear, children chose how they were going to record their ideas, some children wrote down the sounds they could hear whilst others sketched. 
Once the children had done this they got together in groups to discuss what they thought the film was about and where it was set etc. and reported back to the class. The children were then shown the film and a discussion followed. A class storyboard was produced with the children deciding on the important clips. 
Through looking at the film closely several times, the children identified what they knew about baboon and what they would like to know about baboon that the film did not ‘tell’ them. The next activity was to write a letter to baboon to ‘cheer him up’. 
In the spring term, we met 

· To disseminate successful practice

· To write individual member reports

· To evaluate the success of the network in achieving its objectives, celebrate individual achievements and to discuss further dissemination of the network’s findings.

Work on ‘Baboon on the moon’ continued after the meeting in the spring term as the children expressed interest in introducing a ‘friend’ to the story. This was done in groups with the children firstly inventing a new character, and then thinking about how the character would arrive on the moon followed by planning, through use of a storyboard, what would happen when the new character arrived. Using their storyboards and character profiles the children made their characters out of ‘soft fun’ and animated them using the ICT programme Xipster.
Outcomes

· I found that all children enjoyed using film, it kept their interest, and was accessible to everyone.
·  I also noticed that children with a low attention span were able to focus for a greater length of time when both listening to and viewing the media text.
· The children were eager to write and made adventurous vocabulary choices.

· The children were able to capture the emotions of the characters and empathise with them. 

· The use of films also seemed to develop both mine and the children’s questioning skills.

· The focus on group work, group roles and oral reporting developed the children’s group working skills and speaking and listening skills.

· The children learned to observe carefully.
I feel that the work undertaken has impacted greatly on my knowledge of how using film can enhance the teaching of narrative. I believe that I have benefited greatly from:

· The initial training session on how to use film;

· Sharing good practice with colleagues;

· Pooling ideas;

· Looking at resources; 

· Evaluating achievements and problems encountered together and suggesting alternative solutions.

I believe that participating in the network has improved my knowledge and skills in the following way:

· It has confirmed my belief that film is a media that is accessible to all children, that children are very good at ‘reading’ this kind of media and can therefore build confidence and improve self-esteem.
· It has provided me with an improved understanding of how to use film.
· It has highlighted issues around planning for narrative teaching.
· It has demonstrated the effectiveness of speaking and listening as a preparation for writing.
· It has demonstrated the effectiveness of using visual images as a preparation for writing.
Dissemination

As a member of the network I will be involved in all, or some of the following

· Disseminating key findings at the Literacy co-ordinators’ conference in the summer term, 
· County INSET sessions and Short Course programme. 

Personal Reflection

I believe that joining the network has without doubt developed my knowledge and skills of using film to enhance the teaching of narrative writing. I would not have tried as many of these techniques and activities if I had not been part of this project.
I feel that it is important to note that, whilst using film can enhance the teaching of narrative writing it lends itself very well to other genres of writing and cross curricular work, for example, PSE based discussions, ICT, science and history.
