From film to writing – developing children’s narrative writing through film.
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Rationale

In 2005-2006 the children in my Year 6 class were fortunate to have worked with   LEA literacy and ICT advisers to use film to develop their narrative writing. The model lessons focused on analysis of the techniques film-makers use and discussion about the ways in which these techniques could transfer to the written word, followed by experimentation with language in order to communicate in writing a particular aspect of the film which the children had seen.  The children really enjoyed the experience and some of them - boys in particular - discovered a facility in language which they hadn’t known they possessed.  When a GTCW network group was created in 2006 -2007 to explore the use of film in writing, I was already involved in other GTCW projects and so was unable to participate.  However, I attended some of the meetings and worked with film in my class in order to pursue a personal interest in a valuable teaching and learning strategy.  This work on film and writing was included as an objective in the school development plan for 2006-2007.
The activities
As a result of the work done in my class by members of the LEA literacy and ICT advisers in 2005-2006, I had some understanding about:
· How films can be used in class
· Suitable film resources, e.g. the BFI materials
· Effective teaching strategies for looking at film with children
Success criteria
In relation to the use of the strategy as a whole: 
· Improvement in narrative writing at sentence level
· Greater understanding about the film-talk-writing relationship can enhance narrative writing.
In relation to the writing tasks inspired by the films “El Caminante” and “Mavis and the Mermaid” (BFI story shorts) the success criteria were expressed as I can statements for the children to use in self assessment and peer response sessions:
MUST

· I can have a go at linking action, dialogue and description.

SHOULD

· I can use connectives in sentences.

· I can use a mixture and complex sentences to express my ideas

COULD

· I can use time lapse and flashback to engage the reader’s interest.

Outcomes
Using “El Caminante”, the children wrote a description of his arrival in the village.  Using “Mavis and the Mermaid”, they wrote a newspaper report exploring how the   techniques for condensing time in the film could be transferred to their writing through the use of connectives.

Expected Outcomes:
· In all cases, the quality of the children’s writing at sentence level had improved when compared with a baseline narrative writing task completed at the beginning of the year.

· When asked to describe orally certain scenes/frames in El Caminante, children who were often reticent actively searched for the most appropriate word or phrase and shared their ideas confidently.  In addition, oral descriptions were easily transferred to their writing.
Unexpected outcomes

· The approach is particularly effective when used with children with SEN.

· The children don’t have to think about events when writing narrative based on film and as a result are free to focus their efforts on experimentation with vocabulary and on the construction of complex sentences.

· “Mavis and the Mermaid” is an excellent resource for teaching how film-makers and writers handle time in narrative.  The writing the children produced after viewing and discussing the film often shows good control of the flashback and time lapse techniques. 
Next steps

PERSONAL

· Become completely familiar with a range of moving image resources, e.g. films, adventure/simulations, animation and film-making programmes.

· Use the resources and knowledge acquired to provide motivating contexts for the development of literacy and other key skills

WHOLE SCHOOL

· Share the outcomes of the work undertaken this year with all staff in an ADDS meeting.
· Extend the use of the moving image in Year 6 and in other classes at all stages.
