From film to writing – developing children’s narrative writing through film.

Karen Williams
Rationale

I joined the network because of an individual performance management objective. I was interested in developing my knowledge and skills in using film to enhance the teaching of narrative, and to explore whether using film would add a visual dimension to children’s writing. I also wanted to develop and improve my own skills in using ICT as a support in literacy within the class. I then wanted to use the findings to integrate visual media into my literacy planning.
Activity Undertaken

I attended a day’s training in the summer term, led by members of the LEA literacy team, supported by members of the LEA ICT advisory team.

The day focused on:

· Developing an understanding of how films can be used in class;

· Becoming acquainted with suitable materials from the bfi; 

· Becoming acquainted with suitable teaching strategies when looking at film with children;

· Looking at resources to develop speaking and listening and group working skills;

· Looking at resources to support the teaching of narrative;

· Ways of collecting data / taking baseline measures. 

We then drew up an action plan identifying success criteria, baseline measures, new strategies, and activities to be undertaken. 

Success criteria identified were 

· To produce an action research journal for writing down reflections of lessons;

· To become familiar with suitable resources;

· To produce materials that would support the use of the moving image in plans for teaching narrative writing throughout KS1 and KS 2;

· To become more familiar with the ICT package ‘Photostory’ .

In the autumn term, we met together to share progress so far, to look at more resources, and to become more familiar with the ICT package ‘Revelation Sight and Sound’.

In the spring term, we met 

· To disseminate successful practice

· To write individual member reports

· To evaluate the success of the network in achieving its objectives, celebrate individual achievements and to discuss further dissemination of the network’s findings.

As a Support Teacher my activities were to be undertaken with a small group of Year 3 pupils. These pupils have various language problems ranging from severe dyslexia to English as a second language. Some of the children have very good speaking skills, but are unable to record their work to the level of these skills. All of the children have low self esteem and little confidence. Most rarely contribute to whole class discussions. I teach the children approximately three times a week for half hour sessions.

Outcomes

· Children’s responses to questionnaires showed that they were far more familiar with story through film and television than books. At home most children had access to videos and DVDs, but hardly any books. When asked, all the children could retell a story. However, when questioned as to how they had learned the story all the children said through watching the film, none could remember a story they had read or been told through a book.
· All children enjoyed using film, it kept their interest, and was accessible to everyone. It did not seem to matter how many times we watched a certain clip, their response was always positive.
· As the weeks have gone by the children are showing a significant improvement in their self esteem and in their confidence, especially in whole class discussions.

· By allowing the children to produce their story orally and have a scribe their imagination has been freed up. Before, they were so aware of their inability to record that any ideas or thoughts were stifled. Now, they are beginning to develop a confidence in writing themselves. They do not seem to worry about having to redo the piece to correct mistakes, they are willing to edit and do not see their work as being of no value as was the case previously.

· In using film as a stimulus for writing, the children are now able to add detail to their work which had previously been left out. By seeing images and hearing sound effects they are able to translate this into words e.g. ‘The water bubbled and squirted in the storm.’ 
· Some of their vocabulary was limited.  They now see the use of a Thesaurus as a tool to liven up their story and not just a book they used as an exercise in class.
· The use of films also seemed to develop the children’s questioning skills. In earlier sessions the children were reluctant to ask questions of each other. They expected questions to always be teacher led. Slowly they began to develop their own questions, progressing from ones requiring yes/ no answers to open questioning. Their answers also developed. If they disagreed with someone’s answer they began to give reasons why, backing up the answers with evidence.
· The focus on group work, group roles and oral reporting developed the children’s group working skills and speaking and listening skills. They are now valuing everyone’s input, taking on board the ideas of others and not just their own.
· The children learned to observe carefully. Each time they saw a clip they discovered something new. A sound, or a movement. It has almost become a challenge to them to find a new detail.
I feel that the work undertaken has impacted greatly on my knowledge of how using film can enhance the teaching of narrative. I believe that I have benefited greatly from:

· The initial training session on how to use film;

· Sharing good practice with colleagues;

· Pooling ideas;

· Looking at resources; 

· Evaluating achievements and problems encountered together and suggesting alternative solutions.

I believe that participating in the network has improved my knowledge and skills in the following way:

· The belief that film is a media that is accessible to all children, and can therefore improve self-esteem.
· It has provided me  with an improved understanding of how to use film and how it can be expanded to become a cross curricular link through all topics.
· It has highlighted issues around planning for narrative teaching.
· It has demonstrated the effectiveness of speaking and listening as a preparation for writing.
· It has demonstrated the effectiveness of using visual images as a preparation for writing.
· It has taught me to be selective in what films are shown and that you do not have to use the whole film, but just relevant clips.
In my school I would now like to introduce working on narrative through film to the other teachers.
Dissemination

As a member of the network I will be involved in all, or some of the following

· Disseminating key findings at the Literacy co-ordinators’ conference in the summer term
· County INSET sessions and Short Course programme. 
Personal Reflection

Taking part in this Network has proved to be a sharp learning curve for me. It has allowed me to take on board the ideas of others and to share what we consider to be best practice. It has encouraged me to take risks with my teaching. I have also learned that children need to have ownership of their work and be aware of the value of everyone’s ideas and not just their own ideas.

I am now going to continue to develop my use of ICT. I now have access to a computer and am beginning to use Photo Story 3 with the children.
