From film to writing – developing children’s narrative writing through film.

Mary Watts
Rationale

I joined the network because of an interest in developing a wider definition of ‘reading’ to include reading the moving image, and an interest in using film in literacy teaching. 

I hoped to gain a greater understanding of the term ‘visual literacy’
I was interested in developing the children’s knowledge and skills in using film to enhance the teaching of narrative, and to explore whether using film would add a visual dimension to children’s writing.
As literacy co-ordinator I wanted to explore how to use media in order to stimulate the children’s writing.
Following discussions with my colleagues I felt that some of the issues that I needed to address were – my own knowledge of suitable resources to use with children, effective teaching strategies to use with films, and also to be more skilled in using certain IT packages e.g. Photostory and Revelation Sight and Sound that could be used to support the work.  

Activity Undertaken

I attended a day’s training in the summer term, led by members of the LEA literacy team, supported by members of the LEA ICT advisory team.

The day focused on:

· Developing an understanding of how films can be used in class;

· Becoming acquainted with suitable materials from the bfi; 

· Becoming acquainted with suitable teaching strategies when looking at film with children;

· Looking at resources to develop speaking and listening and group working skills;

· Looking at resources to support the teaching of narrative;

· Ways of collecting data / taking baseline measures. 

We then drew up an action plan identifying success criteria, baseline measures, new strategies, and activities to be undertaken. 

Success criteria identified were 

· To produce an action research journal for writing down reflections of lessons;

· To become familiar with suitable resources;

· To produce materials that would support the use of the moving image in plans for teaching narrative writing throughout KS1 and KS 2;

· To become more familiar with the ICT package ‘Photostory’ .

In the autumn term, we met together to share progress so far, to look at more resources, and to become more familiar with the ICT package ‘Revelation Sight and Sound’.

In the spring term, we met 

· To disseminate successful practice

· To write individual member reports

· To evaluate the success of the network in achieving its objectives, celebrate individual achievements and to discuss further dissemination of the network’s findings.

Following my application to be part of the GTCW network group my role in the school changed from being Deputy Head teacher/SENCO/PPA cover to Acting Head teacher. This did cause some difficulties as I did not have responsibility for one class. I decided to concentrate my planned activities with the Year 5/6 class and worked alongside the class teacher.
Outcomes

· A questionnaire was given to each child in Y5/6 and the results were analysed. The children’s responses to the questionnaire showed that they found it easier to take cues from what they see not from what they hear or read.
· The first film I used was taken from the series ‘Story Shorts’ entitled ‘El Caminante’
· All children enjoyed using film, it kept their interest, and was accessible to all abilities
within the class. They were very enthusiastic as they explored the setting of the film.
· Using this film as a stimulus for writing encouraged children to add detail to their work which wouldn’t have been there otherwise. In a very real sense, the children were eager to capture the sights and sounds of the film in their writing 

  e.g. in ‘El Caminante’ 
  One sunny day in a small town in Spain, the church bell rang and a flock of
  birds flew overhead……..
· The children were eager to write and made adventurous vocabulary choices.
· The children throughout the lesson were very focused on the tasks, they shared ideas and responded well to the questions raised.
· The following lesson we concentrated on character study. Once again through paired and group discussions we explored the character of El Caminante. The quality of the pupils’ discussions was excellent and the children were able to pick out of the film a great deal of detail to help develop their descriptive writing.
· The use of film certainly helped to develop the children’s questioning and thinking skills.
· We continued our work on character study by using another short film i.e. ‘Lucky Dip’.

Here we concentrated on the character of the Pin Man. We used the technique of hot-seating to explore his character and then developed a profile of this character to capture his emotions.
· The third short film I used was Mavis and the Mermaid. This lent itself really well to developing dialogue writing. 

· My observations showed that showing short films or extracts from films certainly helped engage the boys in Y5/6. The behaviour of some of the most challenging pupils showed a great improvement.
· The focus on group work, group roles and oral reporting developed the children’s group working skills and speaking and listening skills.
· The children learned to observe carefully.
I believe that the work undertaken has impacted greatly on my knowledge of how using film can enhance the teaching of narrative. I believe that I have benefited greatly from:

· The initial training session on how to use film;

· Sharing good practice with colleagues;

· Pooling ideas;

· Looking at resources; 

· Evaluating achievements and problems encountered together and suggesting alternative solutions.

I believe that participating in the network has improved my knowledge and skills in the following way:

· It re-enforced for me the belief that film is a media that is accessible to all children, of all ages and abilities and can therefore improve confidence and self-esteem.
· It has provided me with a greater understanding of how to use film in the classroom.
· It has highlighted issues around planning for narrative teaching.
· It has demonstrated the importance and effectiveness of speaking and listening as a preparation for writing.
· It has demonstrated the effectiveness of using visual images as an excellent tool to be used as preparation for writing.
In terms of benefits to the school, as Acting Head teacher I have been able to work alongside a colleague to plan together, to share ideas, to discuss and develop questioning techniques. I have been able to develop my role as Literacy co-ordinator to demonstrate new ideas and strategies in order to develop children’s writing.
Dissemination

As a member of the network I will be involved in some, or all of the following

· Disseminating key findings at the Literacy co-ordinators’ conference in the summer term. 
· County INSET sessions and Short Course programme. 
Personal Reflection

I have found the whole process very interesting. It has enhanced my teaching skills by giving me another tool to use in the teaching of literacy. As Acting Head teacher, I will encourage all staff to use film as a means to increase the motivation of all pupils. I will disseminate all I have learned to the rest of the staff by holding INSET sessions.
